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SUSAN PICKERING

LETTER FROM THE MINISTER 

Fasting has long being part of our faith tradition. If we head back to Isaiah 58, we are reminded

about true and false worship, and it really calls us to consider the practice of fasting. Yet the

season of Lent is understood to have begun with the first Council of Nicea in 325 C.E. Traditionally

it was a time to prepare for baptism, a time of penance for people excluded, and preparation for

restoration. This particular understanding is suggested to die out in around the 9th Century. What

we have now is a construct, something recreated, re-birthed. Forty days (Sundays excluded)

imitating Jesus in the Wilderness. Of course on Sundays Jesus kicked back; the tempter took an

RDO. Over the years this has led me to reflect on Lent and its practices.

People give up coffee, chocolate, alcohol, now in the world of social media there are other

options; Facebook, Instagram, Twitter! What’s the motivation behind our choice, or our

participation? I think you are all aware by now that I often promote taking something up. It may

sound easy but creating a new habit or routine that you want to take into the future is not that

easy. Unless of course it’s an addictive substance, which of course I am not promoting or

suggesting! I try to encourage people to consider taking up something new that will be part of the

change and transformation of the world. You all know social justice is my thing. As I’ve shared

before, Noel Preston, in one of his last sermons which was actually played at his funeral, said: "Love

points to social justice and a culture that sustains life… social justice is compassionate love

distributed through society… love in the Jesus way extends our responsibility… love means it’s never

too late to turn things around.” Oh, my heart leapt when I heard this, it once more ignited that

which is at the heart of my faith.

Easter is, or at least, ought to be, the biggest celebration of our church calendar, a time that as a

community of faith we come together. It’s become a holiday, people go away to spend time with

family; while I am not suggesting there is anything wrong with this per se, what I’m trying to express

is that as a community, Easter is the heart of our faith. Without the Easter event our faith becomes

empty. It’s a time for community to gather together. Lent is the lead up to that celebration day, it is

an opportunity to meditate and reflect, not on the coffee that we’ve given up and are feeling so

denied, not on the fact that there are just 20 more days before we can devour the ice cream, nor

on the perfect instagoogletweetface moment that has just passed, but on the journey to and

through Good Friday. To consider what is it that we can or need to change in our lives that works

towards preventing the continuous cycle of Good Friday in the lives of so many people in the

world, and that also works towards bringing the reality of the fullness of the kingdom that little bit

closer.
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It may be as simple and complex as our attitude that needs to change. Do we have particular

views on particular people, topics, understandings, that rather than expressing love, express

discrimination, prejudice, lack of understanding or apathy? Do we need to change the way we

consume? Do we need to redirect our priorities? This might seem like the hard stuff but the reality

is that if we truly want to imitate Jesus’ experience in the Wilderness it’s gonna be tough. And yet,

this is such an amazing opportunity to engage.

Looking at ourselves, our lives, beliefs, values is hard. Yet the change that can come from that

could be life changing, not 40-day changing, life changing. It does call us not to gloss over the

suffering and pain of Good Friday but enter it, open our eyes to it and consider how we can

participate in the Easter Sunday that follows - because that’s what we are part of, the Easter Day

that follows.

Travel gently, compassionately, and also honestly, the pain of Good Friday is real, and yet, we are

people of Easter Faith, because Jesus never glossed over, he loved, he was Love incarnate.

Peace

Susan



THE CROSS IS THE
STANDING STATEMENT OF

WHAT WE DO TO ONE
ANOTHER AND TO

OURSELVES. 
 

THE RESURRECTION IS
THE STANDING

STATEMENT OF WHAT GOD
DOES TO US IN RETURN.  

R I C H A R D  R O H R



NICK TATE, CHAIR, CHURCH COUNCIL

IN A NUTSHELL
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At the AGM, last November, I reported on an initial ten initiatives that the Church Council

has set itself for 2021. These were:

We are making progress against many of these initiatives and, in the table above, I have

provided a colour coding to show which have been complete (Green), which are in progress

(Orange) and which are yet to start (Purple). Many of these relate to the current financial

situation that we discussed at the AGM. To date, we have negotiated a reduced

contribution to Presbytery (7), Susan is starting a new service on 3rd March (4) and we have

rewritten our wedding documentation, which is now on the church website. I am pleased to

report, we are seeing an increase in wedding enquiries (2). Meanwhile, I have reviewed our

ICT costs and services and we are putting together an upgrade plan which will include much

faster access to the internet (6). Rex has also reviewed our parking arrangements and I

encourage you to consider using this facility (8) and we have both started work on the

music/arts fund (9) and we are starting to receive sponsorship for scholars (10).



A VISION FOR SAINT ANDREWS
The ten initiatives described above are essential to ensure that we are good stewards of the resources of the

church. However, Saint Andrews is more than that. We are a vibrant Worshiping Community with excellent

preaching and a strong musical tradition. We have (as we have had for many years), a strong mission to the

Brisbane Community, as evidenced by our community meal for the homeless which has been running very

successfully for over 5 years as well as our Open Church initiative. We are an open and inclusive church as

evidenced by being one of the few Churches in Brisbane to fully support same gender marriage and

baptisms and we have a great musical outreach to the community, as evidenced by our strong music and

arts programme. The time has come (now that we are slowly emerging from COVID) to join together for a

visioning day to both reaffirm our current mission and to discuss how to take it forward.

We are aiming for a visioning day in March or April at which we will consider ideas for the future. Ideas are

welcome from all members of the congregation; the more the better. Katelyn Martin has kindly started the

process of brainstorming some of these ideas down in the hall after church but we are happy to receive

them in any way you feel comfortable. Talk to any of the Council members at Church, or email us, or of

course join one of Katelyn’s brainstorming sessions, and we will try to collect a set of ideas for us to discuss

at the Visioning Day.
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I AM THE VINE;
YOU ARE THE
BRANCHES. 

J O H N  1 5 : 5



OPEN CHURCH 
Saint Andrew’s is again open to visitors!

After the long COVID enforced closure, the church is again welcoming visitors.  During December and

January the church was open on most Thursdays and from the start of February the church is open every

Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 11am to 2pm.

What a joy it is to again see our open sign on the Ann Street footpath.

Encouragingly, visitor numbers are returning to pre COVID levels and we look forward to when we will again

host overseas visitors.

Procedures have necessarily been adapted to incorporate COVID conditions and a refreshed tour product is

being offered.

None of this would be possible without our dedicated team of volunteer guides, many of whom have hosted

Open Church for years and know the value of patience on days when there are few visitors.  Sincere thanks

are extended to our experienced guides and a warm welcome is extended to Elizabeth Bullock, Jenny

Kennedy and Greg Johnson who have recently joined the team.

If you have family, friends or neighbours who may be in the city on Monday, Wednesday or Friday, please

encourage them to call in at Saint Andrew’s.  Perhaps they have walked past our church but have no idea

what is behind the red brick walls.  They are assured of a warm welcome and will experience the quiet

peace and beauty of our heritage listed church.   

KENNETH ROY

OPEN CHURCH CO-ORDINATOR
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COMMUNITY MEAL CHRISTMAS
Christmas 2020 was celebrated by our Community Meal guests on Boxing Day, which fell on our usual

Saturday meal day.  As part of the support for our guests, a good quality backpack filled with useful items

(and a few treats) was given out.  Thank you to everyone who supported and prepared the meal, sourced

and packed the backpacks and assisted with fundraising and in the many, many roles that allow our

Community Meal to continue every Saturday throughout the year.
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CHRISTMAS 2020 GIFT BAGS
Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to the Christmas Gifts for our Community Meal Guests.

Other items were also kindly donated by Woolworths MacArthur Central, Office Works Windsor, Coles Queen

Street Plaza and Malcolm Hall Brown.

I have included a couple of photographs of the gifts. We distributed these gifts at the Boxing Day Meal. I

know by the response of those receiving them that they were very much appreciated.

We were also in the privileged position of being able to donate $500 to a lady caring for her 6 children on

her own. She was in desperate need of assistance. I know that this gift was greatly appreciated.

Once again thank you and God Bless You,

Sue Norman on Behalf of Social Justice Team
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EASTER SPELLS
OUT BEAUTY,

THE RARE
BEAUTY OF
NEW LIFE.

S . D .  G O R D O N



KATELYN MARTIN

METAPHORS BE WITH YOU
I wonder how the caterpillar feels when it begins to transform into a butterfly. I imagine it would be quite

terrifying. You find that one day you’re no longer hungry for the things you consumed your whole life.

Then it starts to feel like you’re falling apart on the inside. Desperately, you grow a shield around yourself

and hope that this shield can keep the world out while you put yourself back together again. Nothing is

working the way that it used to, and you wonder if you will ever be able to feel the sunlight again. How

long have you been in here? Three years? Three days? You’re not who you used to be anymore. Who are

you now?

But then you find yourself outgrowing your chrysalis. Soon the discomfort of staying outgrows the fear of

what might happen next, so your push out of your comfort zone.

It’s cold. 

Now you’re hanging on for dear life to the edges of what you know, but at the same time you also begin to

stretch these strange, colourful wings that have appeared on your back. You can’t even see them fully, but

you catch glimpses of these strange, alien things that are somehow part of your life now once in a while.

You start to feel stronger. You can breathe deeply again. A few experimental flaps and suddenly the air

catches beneath you and your grip slips. You’re falling! No, wait.You’re flying.
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Metaphors are the only way that we can speak about God because we are limited to our own human

understanding of reality. Words can only point a finger toward the moon. They are not the moon or even

its light. They are that by which we begin to see the moon and its light.

Jesus spoke to his followers in metaphors, which we call parables, all of the time. He even described

himself in metaphors, calling himself the bread of life (John 6:35-51) and the light of the world (John 8:12).

Is it any surprise then that Jesus himself acted as a metaphor?

The message of Easter is not primarily about Jesus. Jesus alone was not resurrected from the dead, but all

of us with him. Humanity as a whole. Easter is a corporate message of hope, not an individualistic one, as

so often is the frame through which scripture is interpreted today. We’re all in this together.

Jesus is the personification, the embodiment, the human eyes and face of the infinite and eternal cosmic

Christ. Reality. Creation itself. To be alive is to be a part of creation and to take part in this divine dance,

whether we are aware of our identity and place in it or not.

So in understanding that Jesus is the Christ, and we are all part of God’s creation, we can believe that

what happened to him in death is what will happen in all of us. The resurrection of Jesus was not a one-

time miracle. It’s a statement about how reality works. That life is not ended, it merely transforms. That is

the transformational power of the cross, and that is the message of hope that Easter brings to the world.
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FAIR TRADE EASTER
As Easter approaches, we are continually surrounded by more and more chocolatey treats at the shops. It is

perhaps timely to reflect on the origin of what we purchase.

Fair Trade Australia have information regarding purchasing Fair Trade chocolate, coffee, and tea. Or you

can also access Be Slavery Free at https://beslaveryfree.com/chocolate

 

Why not check out how you can make a difference this year with your Easter chocolate choices?

The Fairtrade Mark on your chocolate purchase means Fairtrade has helped farmers get a secure, stable

price that protects them from market crashes, it’s called the Fairtrade Minimum Price. Beyond this, they

provide the Fairtrade Premium, which is an extra payment on top of the minimum price. This provides farmers

in disadvantaged communities with the funds to send their children to school, and grow their business, or to

address other appropriate needs, such as investments in solar energy or building a health clinic. So far,

Fairtrade chocolate has generated millions of dollars for farmers in West Africa and Latin America. 

Sweet, huh!
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WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
We will be hosting a new monthly inclusive worship service in which we particularly welcome any members of

the LGBTIQ+ community who are seeking a safe space to worship. 

Join us on Wednesday 3rd March at 6pm when we will gather together in community and begin to shape this

new journey. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.

Phone: 3221 2400 

Email: minister@saintandrews.org.au
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We hope you enjoy receiving and reading the first edition of our Seasonal SALT Magazine. We shall be

publishing our new-look magazine quarterly and trust you enjoy the new format and the articles.

Of course, we look forward to your feedback, ideas and contributions!

Saint Andrew's is very much up and running in 2021. The Sunday morning services are back in almost-

normal-COVID-safe format. The music for our Sunday worship is being led by our choir including our

Choral Scholars, a talented roster of organists and our dedicated musical director, Barbara Tate. The post

service morning tea is also available.  We must expect that there could be further disruptions due to

COVID but are thankful for our ability to gather and worship together. Video of the Sunday service is

available online via the church website.

Our community outreach is also on track for 2021. The Community Meal continues to provide a nourishing

hot meal every Saturday. The church is also welcoming visitors with Open Church on Monday, Wednesday

and Friday from 11am to 2pm.  Additionally, the free Con Spirito concerts will be having an evening concert

on Friday 26th February from 7-8pm.

Please remember to read the weekly News and Notes for all the details of upcoming events.

Lent and Easter is at the core of our spiritual life and we hope you enjoy reading our magazine as you

begin the Lenten season.

Shalom

KATELYN MARTIN, WENDY &  IAN SMITH

LETTER FROM THE EDITORS
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